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preface. 



N presenting the Public with a popular History and 

topography of Sandbach and District, at a price within 

the reach of all, the author feels that he is supplying a long 
felt want. 

Every possible research has been «aade to obtain the most 
accurate and complete accounts of events relating to the past 
history of Sandbach, several days having been spent amongst 
the ancient documents and histories in the British Museum, 
London. 

As authenticity is the grand desideratum of Topography, 
all possible care has been taken to avoid errors. 

The work embraces a general History and description of 

Sandbach and the surrounding district ; and contains the 
spirit of all that lias been previously written on the subject, 
extracted from ancient and modern authors, amongst whom 
we might mention Oruerod, King, Bode, Smith, Earwaker, 
Andrews, etc. To Mr. William Dean and Dr. Latham I am 
especially indebted for many interesting items which have 
gone to make the reminiscences of Old Sandbach the most 
complete ever published. 

To all who have iu any way helped forwa.nl my research 
I tender my smeerest thanks, and should my primary object 
— that of re -invigorating a healthy interest in local History- 
be attained, I trust they, with myself, will feel amply 
rewarded. 

The Work is accompanied with four Platmotype Views 
of the District, taken from the latest photographs, and 
especially printed for this publication. 

R. W. T0MK-,X1*S01*. 

Sandbach, 

January, 1890. 
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u ANBBACH is situated about thirty miles from Chester, 
near the Staffordshire border of the County, in a flat 
but well-wooded country and a dry sandy soil. East 
«PR> of the town is a small rivulet which forms one of the 
principal feeders of the river Wheelock. 

There is no doubt that Bandbach — or to use the antique 
form "Samdbec" — is of very ancient origin. Some historians 
tell us it was a Saxon village in the Kingdom of Mercia, and 
that its inhabitants were converted to the Christian faith by the 
instrumentality of four priests .from Northumberland, who -were 
messengers to King Penda, somewhere about the year A.D. 653, 
There is not much ancient history of Sandbacb however, that 
can be authenticated until we come to the reign of King John, 
when according to George Qraerod, Esq.. the famous Cheshire 
Historian, a family was eertainh settled here, and they held 
Bandbach from Aldfoid fee, and had then assumed the local 
name. The first of these that occurs is liieliard de Sandbach, 
who had a younger brother Thomas, a Clerk. This Kichard, 
hi 1230 was Sheriff of Cheshire. A dispute arose between him 
and Earl Handle Blnndeville as to the right to present to the 
church of the town, and according to the Cheshire Doomsday, 
sixteen free and lawful men, of whom Eobert de I'ulford was 
one, were chosen to make a return on oath. This assize came 
into the Earl's Court, before the Earl, Philip de Orreby, Just- 
iciary, Koter do Moulalt, beneseliali, William de Yenables and 
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other Baroos ami Knights, and they returned oa their oath, 
that the advowson belonged to the Earl, and had belonged to his 
great grandfather, Bauxite Meschines, who had presented the 
same to Steinulfus, the Priest. 

John de Sandbach occurs in the Cheshire Pedigrees as the 
son and heir of Richard and father of Roger de Sandbach. On 
the death of Richard, Roger renewed his grandfather's claim to 
the Church, (1238), against the Abbot of Dieulacres, to whose 
Convent it had been intermediately given by Earl Randle in a 
charier witnessed by Walter Abbot, of Chester, and William de 
Vernon, Justiciary, (1280-84). This cause was tried and event- 
ually judgment was given in favour of Roger de Sandbach, who 
pleaded against the authority of the Cheshire Doomsday. On 
hearing this decision the Abbot left the Court, and refused to 
acknowledge its judgment, though admonished "per tria paria 
nnlitum." 

A claim was then put in by Fulco de Orreby, on behalf of 
the King, and judgment was again given in favour of Roger de 
Sandbach ; but subsequent to this the dispute was removed by 
Certiorari into the Court of King's Bench, before which the 
Justiciary laid the Cheshire Doomsday. This contained the 
record of the trial before mentioned, and the release of the 
advowson by the Lord of Afford, and a statement that the Earl 
had given the advowson of Sandbach to God and the Abbey of 
Dieulacres. and also that no one had presented since. On these 
grounds the Abbot recovered, and the record of the decision 
contains some remarkable expressions respecting the incontro- 
vertible evidence of the Cheshire Doomsday winch I have before 
referred to. Notwithstanding this decision the Abbot of Dieul 
acres paid one hundred shillings to Roger de Sandbach and to 
Clemence his wife, "for the confirmation of the Church to him. 
(1243). Sahsequent ratifications of this confirmation w$re 
made by Roger's descendants, and for a considerable period the 
Abbots presented to the church without further dispute. 
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Passing erf to the 2nd year of the rpign ot" Edward II we 
find that John do Ai-derne of A 1 ford f.old to Sir Hugh "Venables 

the marriage and wardship of Richard, son of Thomas, heir of 
Sir Biehard tie Sandhach, with a proviso, that if he died under 
age the said !!«■ h -4k old have tl»? war* ship of Thomas, younger 
brother of Richard. The said Richard married and had issue, 
Elizabeth, who married John T.egb, of Booths; and it was their 
daoghter Maud, who brought the manor of Sandhach and a 
moiety of Sprost on (wbieh descend* d wjib it), to her husband, 
Richard Rsdelyffe, of Ordtrohall, i f Lancashire). The manor of 
Sandhach was ptiBsequMrfely hold by the Uadclvffe family to Sir 
Randulph Crewe in the reign of Qa<»er) Bess ; and from hist it 
passed (by marriage) to the Offleys, with ("rewc and other 
estates. A later inamage how»>vei brought the property again 
into the Crewe family, and it has descended with them to the 
present Bt. Hon, Earl of Crewe, who holds a Court-feet and 
Court-baron for the Manor of Saodbach, to ■which all tin- resi- 
dents within the vil! owe suit and service. This loet was granted 
to Sir John Radelyffe of Ordeshall by Queen Elizabeth. 

The following is an extract from " 'the Vale Eoyala of 

England" by Smith and Webbe, published by King in 1666: — 
" Bandbach is a pretty market town and hath belonged long 
"to the noble race of Knights of RatciyftW of Ordshall in 
•• Lancashire, in situation is very delightful. The chief 
*■ Seigmory thereof now belongs to Sir Uaudal Crew. The 
" Ale here at Sandhach is no tess famous than that of Darby 
•' for a true nappe ; and I have heard men of deep experience 
" in that element contend the worth of it, that for true 
"dagger stnffe, it should give place to none." 



The Principal Sights. 

FlIA'F are the principal sights of Saudbacb f is a 
* question which the sstranger newly arrived in the town 
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may very probably ask. The writer of this History, as a native 
of Sauclbaeh. familiar with its highways and bye- ways, will at 
once answer the question by giving a short list. The writer 
does not profess to include here a number of minor objects of 
interest : these are simply 

the fbinoipm. att&aoxions. — 

Tbe Ancikm Crosses. St, Mary's Chukch. 

This Old Hall. The Scotch Common, 

St, John's Chi'bch. Loklky Unfinished Church. 

Bbjereton Hall. Mormon Old Hall. 

Etc., Etc, 



The Ancient Crosses. 

^IpsO the west of the St. Mary's Church is the Market Place, 
containing the Crosses of Saudbaeli, which may indisput- 
ably be ranked amongst the finest monuments of antiquity of 
this kind now existing in the Kingdom. The period when these 
Crosses were wHmI is uncertain, but in some instances it is 
supposed that tliey were erected about the year A.l) 653, when 
Peada, « Kinji Peuda's sons returned a Christian convert from 
Noithnmbria to Mercia, attended, according to Eede, by four 
Priests, who were deputed to preach the Gospel through his 
dominion*. Bede, in his " Ecclesiastical History of the Nation 
of the Angles" states that tbe names of these Priests were Adda, 
Cedda. Betti and Drama, They are supposed to have preached 
at Samlbncb. and to ha^e bapU/.i-d Peseta end tbt- members 
of Ms Court, on the spot where the Crosses now stanch Some 
Historians tell us, that Pinch oVstrinp to mark such an event, 
greeted the now notable Sutidtarh Crosses. Taking this to bo 
the true account of the circumstances of their election, and it 
steins most hkeh, having tbe sanction of Omcrod, Palmer 
Bininu-r and others, they would lie i-rected about A.I>. ljS8. 

It appears from Smith's Account of Saudbach in " Vale 
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Royale" that these Grosses were standing in the reign of 
Elisabeth, ami had of course been saved from the violence of 
the Refcrmatiou. Whether they were thrown down by the 
Puritans, acting under- the orders of Elizabeth against super. 
stituous images, or during the civil disturbances in the reign 
of Charles the First, does not appear, but it is certain that 
thej did not remain in a perfect state after this second period. 

The substructure consists of a platform of two steps, on 
which are placed two sockets, in which tbe Crosses are fixed. 
At the angle of each stage of the platform are stone posts on 

which rude figures have been carved, 

The dimensions of the monument according to Mr. Palmer 
of Manchester are as follows : — 

Height of Platform including Sockets, 5ft. 6m. 

Greater Cross., 18ft. Sin. 

,, Smaller Cross... ... lift. llin. 

Greatest height from ground 22ft. 2m. 

The proportions of the several parts of the Crosses and substruct- 
ure are as follows, being taken from accurate details and 
measurements made by Mr. Palmer, when the Crosses were laid 
upon the ground in 1816 — 

Height of each step of platform. 1ft. 6iu, 

Sockets 2ft. 6m. 

Diameter of Large Socket at base 5ft. 9in. 

Smaller „ 4ft. 6m. by 8ft. Din. 

LARGER CROSS: -Height of Pillar 15ft. lOin ; 10m. of 
the circular top only remaining, but tins appears to have been 
3ft. in diameter. Breadth at base 2ft. 7in. by 1ft. lOin. on the 
South side and 'iff. on the North, at top 1ft. 2in. by lOin, 

SMALLER CROSS : Height of pillar, 10ft. 9in„ and of 
the broken top, 1ft. 2in. — The deficiency of the pillar and the 
diameter of tbe top cannot be, exactly calculated. Breadth at 
base, 2ft. Ifin. by 1ft. Ssim, and at the highest perfect part 1ft. 
6m. by 1ft. 
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GHEATKH CROSS : The frame work in which the 

figures on each side of this Cross an.; ineitit.lt>.!, divides max tlie 
base and becomes forked, like thy termination of au ancient 

|x:miou, in the arigh s of which, on tiu.- F,nxt HteL- are figures of 
(Jht..m Us looking upward. Iii.tiiiediahdy ahorc flits division is a 
large circle containing three figures. Us the centre one of 
which tlif others appear to be paying ohs smee. Over the 
eirele arc three otie. r figures, the et-titm out" in this groap 
appears to be.tr somctniiig like an iufiiut in its amis, on its left 
is a figure v.ith a palm branch in lis Ivfi arm and a dove over 
its head ; 'while on it* light ib a ^miliar Ii^ur«..» with a cross over 
its head and a booh m its hautl. After ,i diori deficiency there 
appears a clear representation of oar Saviour in the Mauser, 
with animals on each .-.Me, and an at. ml hovering over Him. 
Above this is a Crucifix with Christ, leii.tehed to it, some of His 
disciples uu\ according to Cole's e.nuj.-enit-e, the Virgm and St. 
John) standing at die base, and the i'otir angles of the Cross are 
filled up with the symbols of the four evangelists, viz., an angel 
for St. Matthew ; a lion for St- Mark ; a bull for tit. Luke; ami 
an eagle for .St.. John. A bow this are various mutilated figmes, 
some of which are in meiies and one is inverted. The lowest of 
these are conjectured by Cole to be Cod, she Father, silting on 
a throne with the Blessed Virgin, and her babe before Him. 
Still higher up are implements of the passion,- -hammer, pincers, 
etc., and at the top aie figures of men, much inut.ibf.ted. 

The H'tst Side has been divided into iigi.it double compart- 
ments. The first part in filled by dragons, wiio.se wings and 
other liieiiibers are complicated in a most fanciful maimer, lit 
the second compartment are iiint!iatedi'epre-,eutatiou8 of winged 
figures. Id the third a winged and a sitting figurj, probably 
representing the apparition of tire Archangel Gabriel to Zaeha- 
riali in the Temple. In the fourth is represented Simon, bearing 
the Cross, preceded by a figure holding a curved-wand, while in 
the fifth is otir Saviour — marked b\ the glory round II i> head-- 
drawn along by a person holding a rope, with one end of winch 
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the hands of Christ are bound. The sixth compartment is 
entirely destroyed, and the two remaining ones arc loo much 

mutilated to bo desenberl. 

The Xowi/i svrfc is filled up with foliage, knots and fancy 
ornaments, but ho particular meaning eaa be attached to these. 

In the midst is a man, thought to represent Jolm the Baptist, 
in the wiMer»es-<, 

The North Si.(>, appears to have contained eleven figures, 

av«r which is a large fish, month downwards, with a tongue 
triply cloven. The highest figure is bowling wilder the tongue 
in the act of adoration, and the next is eagerly stretching up- 
wards, it is difficult to account for these figures, otherwise 
than by supposing them to be: the eleven original apostle*, on 
whom, together with the newly-elected one, the Spirit desr> oiled 
in the form of cloven tongues of fire, Ht. Matthias being 
purposely omitted. There is a peculiarity about the carvings on 
this side not observable elsewhere. The figures are placed in 
cells, in a double r»w from the bottom, the division oa which 
each stands being cut oil' at one hand so as not to touch the 
sides, leaving art uninterrupted communication between the 
whole. 

SMALLER CEOR8:— The smaller Cross has a variety of 

human figures placed within niches and lozenges (diamond- 
shaped compartments) on the east and west side and others 
within niches on the north and south sides, placed in a border 
of knots, While the larger Cross seerns to be carved with 
Scriptural Subjects, the smaller Cross carvings represents 
characters of a Secular nature. 

On the North Suit i i - to be represented the journey of 
Pead&flOng Feada's Sob) from Mereia to Northumberland, with 
all his nobility and attendants to solicit the hand of King Oswy's 
daughter, Alchfleda. At the top is a double dragon with the 
tongues skillfully interlaced. 
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The South ami East fiidm are exceedingly curious, they are 
filled up with figures of men and animals in cells and diamond 
shaped eompa rtments. There is great doubt as to the interpreta- 
tion of these sides. 

On the West side are groups of figures, some kneeling and 
some standing. This is believed to represent the conversion of 
Peada — King of Mereia— and his Court into the Christian 
religion, 

Oroerod has it, that the 12 figures on the North side have a 
.marked resemblance to the eleven on tin- larger Cross, while 
on the Went is a group of three persons apparently intended to 
represent the Three Persons in the Trinity. 

Both Crosses have terminated in ornamental circular or 
elliptical tops, round which other figures have been carved with 
their heads toward the centre, and their feet toward the exterior. 
This part of the small cross seems to have been pierced in such 
a manner as to give to the head the appearance of a cross not 
unlike the Maltese in form. 

We have it on the authority of Kings* "Tale Eoyal " that 
the following lines are engraved on the small Cross; ••which 
could not be read unless a inuu be held with his bead down- 
wards/*— 

*• In Haiiliaclio, in the Sandy Ford 

Lieth the ninth part of Dublin's lord ; 

Nine to, and nine fro". 

Take me down, or else I fall." 

It is also slated that on the same nmnnraciit the following 
linen are engraved in old English letters:— 

" With awful steps approach this shrine, 
Sacred to Druid erst divine ; 
Here ancient Virtue still preserve, 
Nor ever from its precepts swerve." 
It is almost impossible to trace either of the above inscrip- 
tions now. 
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Restoration of the Crosses. 

PlpOWABDS the latter end of the 17th, Century the central 
— part of tli«* large Cross and some fragments of the other 
•were carried by Sir John Crewe {or by his orders) to Utkinton, 
and set up as an ornament to the place, the figure of our Saviour, 
which he considered a relic of Popery, being carefully covered 
over with hard mortar. On the death of Sir John Crewe these 
fragments were removed to Tarporley where Cole saw them and 
made drawings, winch are now to be found with Ms other M.B.S. 
in the British Museum. Later, these stones were found to be 
deposited at Oulton Park and aboat this time regret was express- 
ed in certain quarters that the monument of the piety of our 
Saxon ancestors should be suffered to remain in a state of 
mutilation, A very few months elapsed before George me rod 
Esq.. was requested by the town, of Sandbaeh to undertake the 
superintendence of their Restoration and he had the pleasure of 
seeing this effected it* a most satisfactory manner, whether 
considered with reference to the voluntary exertions of the 
inhabitants in collecting the scatter) d fragile nts and contributing 
the means of their Restoration, or to the good taste and genuine 
liberality of Sir J. G. Egerton hi restoring those larger portions, 
winch bad constituted a unique ornament of his p»rk at Oulton 

Oiiierod, in his history of Cheshire, states that the lower parts 
of the large Cross were found in the walls of the Town Well, 
which were taken down for this purpose, a small portion of them 
having been previously diseoverechthere by Messrs. Lysons, The 
two next large fr&gtriritts came from Oulton Tin- higher parts 
were found at Sandbach. the most important of them, w., the 
termination of the pillar, united to the fragments of the circular 
top, was dug out of a garden near the Market Place. The low- 
est fragment of the small Cr«»s escaped the fate of the rest, and 
was the only part standing 1 in 1816. The second was brought 
from Oalton, whilst, the highest fr'e_ooeo? was fo-md placed in 
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the pavement of Hans principal street. Another stone was found 
to be doing duty as the floor step of a house near the Town 
Well. A few portions had disappeared shortly before, and one 
largo fragment is known to lie under the foundations of a house 

in Sandbach, this is supposed by some to be the present Liberal 
Club. 

The re-erection of the Grosses was effected in September of 
1818 by Mr, John Palmer, Architect of Manchester, whose 
liberality on the occasion as well as bis scientific arrangement 
cannot be too highly commended. All attempts at' restoration 
were directed to be religiously abstained from, and the chasms 
were filled with plain stone, matching as nearly as possible, the 
colour of the original. 

Omerod states " The enthusiasm which the re-erection 
of the Grosses excited among the lower orders was excessive, 
and a concourse of people poured in from distant Townships. 
On some days the crowd was sufficiently great in the Market 

Place to interrupt the operations of the workmen." 

The Restoration fund was raised partly by subscriptions. 
The amount of subscriptions reached £19 os, Od. and as the 

total cost of collecting the scattered pails and of re-erecting the 
Crosses was J87 5s. id,, it is supposed that the balance of 
£18 Os. 4, came out of the rates. 



The Parish Church. 

*lpIIE Parish Church of St. Mary's stands on an eminence 
— near to the rivulet before referred to in this work, It is 
clearly ascertained from Doomsday that there was a Church at 
Sandbach at the Conquest, but after long and careful search it 
has not been possible to establish the date of erection, but 
Omerod in his list of Rectors and Vicars states that before 1128, 
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one Stentilphus was Eeetor, and a list of Ministers from that 
date is furnished. The next entry is in 1230 when the following 

occurs — " Thomas, Parson of Sandbache, witness to a Charter 
of land in Church Hulme." There is then a lapse of nearly 100 
yews before the next entry, when the first Vicar (Bui Bioi 
Bingilloii) was installed in 1S27. From this date we have a 
complete list of Vicars down, to the present esteemed Vicar, the 
Bev, John Eiehari Arraitstead, M.A, In 1817 the Church was 
described as follows : -"Ah • m? t'owvr, Nave, Chancel and 
side Aisles, which terminate in two smaller Chancels belonging 
to the Manor of Wiieeloek ami the Hall of Bradwali. The whole- 
is built of red stone and handsomely finished in the obtrusely 
pointed style. The Nave and sole Aisles have richly carved roofs 
of oak, erected in 16?) 1 as mentioned on one of the inscriptions." 

In the years IH47-8-9 the Church was restored. Sir Gilbert 
Seott was the Architect and with she exceptions that thirty six 
feet were added to the Chancel, and the north aud south aisles 
extended, he built the Church as far a? possible like the old one. 
The old oak ceilings before relet red to were restored, but the high 
pulpit which originally blocked the middle aisle, was.replaeed by 
a new one on a stone pedestal placed on the north side of the 
Chancel Arch. The irregular oak pews too, were replaced by 
open benches, while the old font which bore the date 10(57 was 
removed and a more modern one substituted. 

The total cost of the Church ilest oration was £'7000, nearly 
i'iiOTO of which was spent in taking down, the old tower and 
rebuilding it. Like the old one, the modern tower with its noble 
arches, spans I he wide pavement from the north to the south 
gates and is supported at each angle b\ massive buttresses. The 
height of the tower hi about ninety feet and it is surmounted with 
a battlement and four handsome pinnacles. 

The Maeelafiiid Courier of July 11th, 1849 in its report of 
the re opening of the Church, stated that the old Church was 
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built '* of a friable and perishable sandstone like so many of the 
Cheshire Churches. The whole building north, south, east and 
west, was crowded with galleries, the capitals of the pillars had 
been cut again and the windows blocked up, and in the side 
gallery there was little room to stand upright. The roof was 
found to be insecure and the tower wan also found to be in a very 
dangerous state, flu- tower which was a very fine one, presented 
the peculiar feature of open arches, upon which if, rested and 
was bountifully proportioned," During the re-building, a few 
remains of ait earlier Church were met with and these fragments 
are how preserved in the vestry. 

According to an old " return " made in 1549, Sandbaeh 
then posessed "one chales (Communion Otip'i and a ring of i 1 i i 
bells.** As far as can be ascertained those bells remained in the 
Church until 1719 when they were replaced by four of the bells 
now in present use. The Church to-day boasts of an excellent 
peal of eight bells. 

The Church is immensely neb in stained glass windows, 
which have been inserted from time to time in memory of noted 
iocs! personages. Tbe last memorial window was inserted to 
the memory of one of tbe IIoMiryok family in 1873 and it will be 
interesting to local rt aders to know that, it was a member of 
of the same family , ( flu- lion. 11. tlolbrook. J. P., late Minister 
tif the Crown of the Ihitisli Colombia, Canada} who in recent 
year* bus provided the Church with a lsandsoi.no illuminated 
Clock. 

Th<- Communion plate belonging to the Church bears some 
mtfie-tntg writing.-. The nhns-di*li is without any ; but on the 

smaller plate the following occurs : — 

"Tbeguift , of the Kevd. Mr. j B„ Baldwin, 
viear, to tie- paeish of Samlbaeli i 1737,' 

f»;i two >:f tbe sm.iliei plate is o^eribed : — 
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" The gaift of Lawrence Steele, Sonne of 

Richard Steele, of Sa.rHMm.elt, m Cheshire, 

to the use of the sayd Parish of 

Sandebacli for euer, 1658.'' 

There are three splendidly carved wooden screens in the 
Church, one at the entrance to the chancel, and one each on the 
north and south sides respectively, 

The gross value of the living of Sandhach is about fc 1*200 
per aanttm. 

Many readers will be interested to know that it w.is on 
February 20th, 1828 that lev. John Armitstead, father of Rev. 
J. IL Armitstead was made vieav. lie wa« the sen of the Rev. 
John Armitstead, of Cranage Hall and a graduate of Oxford, 
He held the position of Vicar for nearly forty years and during 
Ms ministering did a large amount of good. He took a leading part 
in the management of the Sandbach charity estate, and in the 
erection and endowment of the Almshouses. Daring his life 
the old Church was pulled down, rebuilt and enlarged and three 
new Churches were erected by Huhseriplions at Wheeloek, 
Elworth and Sandbach Heath, The Snndbaeh Onuniriar School 
was rebuilt and its inanaeena ut remodeled and the National 
Schools were established. He was the author of the celebrated 
pamphlet "Sabbath-day t'he> seinakiinjynot a work of necessity ; 
or Dialogues between a country Clergyman and bis Paiislnoie rs" 
which revolutionised agricultural customs in the district Ho 
died in 18f»5 and w:e sueeeeded by the eldest son, the Her. John 
Richard ArmiUtead, the present Virur. hike hr< father he was 
educated at Oxford, matriculating <>n the liHtlt, of June 1K-18. 
He took his 15. A. decree in 1*552, and his M.A. hi 1855. From 
1859 to WC'i be held the Incumbency of Oo>tstrey, and was the 
Rector of Wendiebnn, KWordshn-ei, from lMi'ito IBfie. Cming 
the whole of his life he has taken an active part in the ,i flairs of 
the town and has held some ef the highest positions.' This year, 
owing to advancing age be has resigned the Chairmanship of the 
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Urban District Council after being Chairman of this and the 
deftmet Local Board for 18 years. The rev. gentleman who has 
just recently been made an Hon. Caiioa of Chester Cathedral is 
now assisted in his ministerial duties by his son, the Rev. J. H, 
Aruntbkad, 15. A. 



Sandbacb During the Civil Wars, 

|N the authority of Omerod we have it that ft Skirmish took 
place at Sandbach in 1651 between the Townsmen and 
Lesley's Horse, escaping from the defeat at Worcester. Tradition, 
which is, however, incorrect in describing the Cavalry as Crom- 
wellians, states that the conflict took place on an open square 
north west of tlio Church and this square Las ever since then 
been called the Scotch Common. After a sharp skirmish, the 
dispirited, travel -weary Scotch were compelled to surrender with 
the loss of several killed and wounded. The exhausted stale of 
the troops accounts for the easy triumph of the Townsmen over 
the heroes of Marstou Moor and Plnlipliaugh, The following 
particulars of the encounter are taken from Contemporary 
Journals— - 

Mm-ariw Politicus. No. 68. p. 1057. [News] front Newcastle- 
Under- Lyme, September 6th, 1861— 

" The Scots, after great and total rout, posted hack towards 
Scotland the sin io way they came and were got sis far as 
SandliUch upon Thursday Sept. itli, at 8 o'clock in the afternoon, 
at hast 40 miles distant fn>m the place of the battaih where the 
hootst itii-u of Saiiillirtt<*h had a counter-scuffle with them, such 
a oitf ps deserves to he (.sis ii luipet of. TLe enemy were then, 
supposed tii be fihi'itl lot)" Hot'e and came llirouph the town of 
Sandbateh, that diiy l» in» the fair day, but the honest townsmen 
and couiiti uti< ii perceiving the ii condition, fell upon them with 
Clubs nod Sl.oi.es and the vi n poles wherewit.li they msde their 
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stalls and standings; and as they came down tbey still foil upon 
them, fetching some off their horses. Tbey so managed the 
business that when the Scots offered to Ire tbey ran into their 
houses and as soon as that part? wa* past, which hail the pistols 
and powder (thorn being only the frontiers that had. shot i they 
still foil upon the remainder of the troops and so continued 
pealing them and billing them during the passage of all their 
horse. In this scuffle the Town took about 100 of them and 
killed some, &h also there was some of the countrymen killed. 
This relation is given by one that was an eye witness ; it being 
very notable that ■such men should engage so great an armed 
hotly with sneh instruments. P»ut the Lord has stricken a terror 
into the enemies la-arts, who minded only the ma lung good of 
their flight.'' This account also adds that about 80 persons were 
killed and wounded. The prisoners were placed in the Church 
and then- kept for several days. The Rev, Henry Newcomo, who 
at this time was the incumbent of (toostrey, thus notices these 
events in his Aui'Siiympktj (Chetliam Society's Publications, vol. 
xxvi. p. S3;. " The battle having been at Worcester Sept. 3rd 
[1651] by exchange I preached at Sandbach, Sept. 7th, by the 
invitation of iny coucm G. Maiivaimg at Artcluyd. The poor 
Scots were inibeiably used in the country, and so many of them 
put into the church at Sandbach that we could nol preach in it } 
but I preached in the ehiirch-yard both ends of the day, to a 
great congregation/' 



The Charities of Sandbach. 

J P. EAKWAKEI1, Jhhqr. in bis history of Handbach pub, 
* 1890, states that Sandbach has been exeeptionately 
fortunate, not only in the sums of money winch have from time 
to time been bequeathed to the parish for charitable purposes, 
but also in the manner in which tins money bus been invested. 
When the church wan rebuilt in 18-1X, the late Vicar had the 
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following list of benefactors carved in the stone work on the north 
and south sides of the chancel. The list begins on the north 
side as follows : — 

[Cqpv\] 

Qrsoinal Donors to the Charity Trust, 

William Liversage, Wheeloek 
William Liversage, Junr., Wheeloek 

Lawrence Swettenham, Bradwall ... 

Humphrey Boyle, Bradwall 

Hugh Wheeloek, of Wheeloek 

The use of £55 of the last two sums to be laid out hi bread every 

Lord's day, 
Bobert Hulse, Wheeloek ... 
Peter Massey, Sandbach ... 
William Furiiival do. 
JUieb.ard Kettle, Betchtoa ... 
John Twetnlow, Belch ton... 
William Phythion, Moston 
Thomas Kent, Elton 
Bobert Kiohardson, Bandb&oh 
John Wright, do. 

Hugh Bherman, do. 

"VViliiam York, do. 

Katherine Hass&ll do. 
Milliseate liathbone do. 
William Raven, d©. 

William Lingard, Sector of Warauughaca 
John Kent ... 
Thomas Moulsou, Wheeloek 
Hugh Goodlnnd, Arclid 
William Lowwds, Hassall ... 
fialph Wilbraham, Nantwieh 
Thomas Swettenham, Bradwall . 
To which was added by other 
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sum of £120 18 4, making in the whole £420, the purchase 
Hi.;]. i y of ii» I'-Mi'Ii ■■. - -i ;'■ . 

The names are oontiuued on the south side of the chancel : — 
John Hulse of Blworth Its.-. .itcl a 

Rent charge of £4 out of lands in Elworth to he 

given yearly the first Sraiday after Christmas 
Day by the Vicar and Churchwardens to the poor 

House! s* i in and belonging to 

Sandbaoh Township, Sarah Daniels of Sandbach 
spinstf! u - •> > livid laid out 

in bread by the Churchwardens for the poor 
i " I iants on the 

Sunday at the Parish Church, Francis Welles 
of - . I v'i> an innuity of %S 

to be distributed in weekly payments to twelve 
poor persons living in the towi hip 
nominated hy the Parson, Chiircl i and 

Overseers of the said Township, The above sum 
is now paid from Stock at S per cent Consolida- 
ted Annuities in the names of the Offi.ei.al 
Trustees of charitable hush. 
John Wheelock to the Parson and Wardens &"> per annum, 
from land in flassall for teaching poor hoys." 

The various sums of money, enumerated in the first of the 
above lists amounted in all to the sum of 14 "20, fuih which, in 
1873, an estate w. j ' i Bursleju, 'Staffordshire), and 

this has been tin.- source of a large amount of income to the poor 
of Sandbach, owing to the discovery of sonic valuable eoal-rnines 
upon the estate. A fail tier sum of £80 was invested in the 
pn.rfjha.se of some more laud in Burslern in lthfci. These two 
properties were held by the trustees, ;no»t of whom were living 
in or near Sandbach. The population of ibirsksn was rapidly 
increasing about 1,1ns time, and some of the land was built over 
and in the year 1814 the 61 acrca let for ,£278 1.6 G; but in 



20 HISTORY OF SANDBACH. 



1884 the rent had fallen to £212 11 6. lu 1814 power was 
given by the trustees to certain persons called the Gobridge Coal 
Company to dig for coal at a royalty of 3/6 for every 20/- worth 
of coal at the pit's mouth, with a proviso that in no one year 
less than £200 a year rent was to be paid. 

The money received from the coal pits was carefully invested 
by the trustees year by year, and in 1885 over £10,000 had been 
received and invested. In 1827 an estate in Little Hassall was 
purchased for £7,960. This contained 139 acres and the rent 
received from it was distributed by the Vicar and Churchwardens 
according to the original trust. At the time of the Charity 
Commissioners report in 1836, the charity income for the estates 
at Burslem and Hassall amounted to £418 11 6, exclusive of the 
dividends arising from the produce of the mine rents and the 
mine rents themselves, and there was a sum of £2,860 invested 
in the 3 per Cents. Another charity, known as "Francis 
Liveraage's Charity,'' dating from 1803, and invested in lands in 
Betchton and Haslingfcon, was then distributed with the above, 
and in 1830 the total income from all sources available Cor 
distribution among the sis townships in the parish amounted to 
between £500 and £600 vein:. 

In 1848 a private account of Parliament was obtained 
entitled " An Act to provide, for the better administration of 
certain charities in the parish of Sandbaeh, in the County of 
Chester, and the distribution of the income thereof, and for 
vesting the estates and property belonging to the charities in 
new Trustees, and for euabliug the Trustees to grant leases of 
the Charity estates, and tor other purposes." In accordance 
with this scheme certain small payments are made annually. 
The scheme also stated that the sum of £200 was to be annually 
distributed among the poor of the parish, together with the 
income of Smallwood estate, a sum was to be paid for the 
purposes of education, amounting in all to £300- per annum, of 
which .6100 was for the Sandbaeh National School and £200 for 
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the Grammar School, the heai-niaster of •which was to receive 
£140 and the second master £80. School buildings, with a 
residence for the head-master, were to he built out of the charity 
fluids, and properly furnished, and regulations were made for tha 
efficient management of the School, Twenty Almshouses were 
to be erected for the reception of twenty poor persons over sixty 
years of age, who wew to receive £'10 per annum each, for 
which the sum of £200 a year was annually to be paid out of the 
Charity Funds. The residue of the receipts from the charity 
lands and the mine rents were to be invested each year till a sum 
of not less than 43,000, and not more than £5.000, had accumulat- 
ed when the same ntigin be employed by the Trustees in aid or 
extensions of any of the above eliaritiable purposes, 

This art of Parliament was in 1887 further modified by the 
Charity Commissioners. The special small sums were to be paid 
as before, and the M'MO to the poor ; but £850 per annum waa 
to be paid to flu Almshouses instead of A'iJOO, unci a further 
yearly sum of £120 m> to be given in pension's to out-pensioners. 
The £100 to the National School was also continued. Subject 
to these payments, the whole income of the Chanty was to bo 
devoted to educational purposes, uis further described under the 
account of Sandbach Craimitar School), under tin management 
of a body of fifteen Governors— nmo culled Hepreseatative 
Governors and six culled Co optative Governors. 

In 1890 the mcuiiii- of tin* Chanty estate was about £1,600 
a year. 

In addition to this important charity, there are other smaller 
ones that require notice. The fii ~t el these i~ BougLeys Chanty. 
The following particulars of tlih charity are interesting — Ellen 
Boughey, of Sandbach, Spinster, by her will dated 21st, October 
161*1, after dtsinug to be hnitd in the elemeel of Sandbach 
Church and bequeathing certain small legacies, devised all her 
lands and hereditaments whatsoever in the County of Stafford 
to her kinsman William B<ui_»lxy for his life, subject to an 
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annual payment of 10/- to the "Minister of Sandbach for the 

time being to preach » sormon on the anniversary of her death.. 
After his death the said lands, &<;. were to go to the use of the 
poor of the town and township of Sandbaoh for ever, subject to 
the payment of the 10/- yearly, The Church Wardens and their 

successors were to enter into the said lands and secure the rents 
thereof and distribute the same in bread every Sunday for ever. 

This generous bequest consists of a small estate, containing 
about seven acres, at Chesterton, (Staffordshire). In 1838 the 
income was £13 a year, but the income now amounts to abottt 
£l'2() per annum. 

By the will of the Eev. John Hulse, of Elworth Hall, a sum 
of t'l is annually received by the Church -wardens from the 
tenant of Elworth Hall, and this is distributed in sums of one 
shilling' iH-'h to eight} I >«»f people. Otere is also Sarah Daniel's 
legacy of £300, the interest of which is distributed in bread bv 
tl » e C k a re h- war de n s . 

Francis Welles, of Sandbach by his will, dated 30th Novem- 
ber 1094, left £5 per ami urn from certain lauds in Saudbaeh, 
and 20 shillings from land in Monks Coppeuhallto be distributed 
in weekly payments to twelve poor persons residing in Saudbaeh. 

Since then, I believe, these lands have been redeemed by a money 
payment, invested in 8 per Cents, from the interest of which the 
charity is now distributed. The township of Brad wall has two 
small charities belonging to it, viz : the interest of £20 left by 
Jane Yarwood, and one called Moore's obaritv. 



Sand bach Grammar School. 

IgiANBBACH, like most other large parishes, possessed a 
** School, occasional references to which are mot with so early 

as 1606, when John Shaw, son of the Vicar of Saudbaeh, is 
described in the parish Register as " Schoolmaster." What is 



HISTORY OF SANDBACII, 23 

known as the Grammar School -was, however, started about the 

year 1677, when by an indenture dated 28th September, 
Richard Lea, of Sandbach, assigned to William Hayes, Vicar of 
Sandbach, Charles M&inwaring, Jolm Aston, Francis Welles, 
John Furnival, Richard Lou tides, John Stonier, Handle Rode, 
and George Xwemlow, a part of a .field "m Sandbach, whereon a 
budding, intended for a School-house had been erected. This 
building appears to have been built at the cost of Mr. Francis 
Welles, of Sandbach, who was assisted by contributions from 
various persons connected with the parish. Some forty years 
later another indenture, dated 10th December, 1718, was made 
between Thomas Welles, clerk, Vicar of Sandbach ,Son and 
heir of Francis Welles, deceased on the first pari; Richard 
Lottndes, of Hassall. son and heir of Richard Loundes, deceased 
on the second part; and Thomas Stephens, Esq., ot Wheelock, 
Randle Wilbraham, Esq., of Rode, John Am son, Esq., of Lees 
Lawrence Booth, Esq., of Tweinlow, William OldfieM, Esq., of 
Bradwall, Charles Ward, Esq., of Shrewsbury, Richard Vernon, 
Samuel Watkis, William Furnival and William Rode on the 
third part. It then states that Francis Welles, then deceased, 
had designed to give a piece of laud in Sandbach for the benefit 
of a School, for teaching twenty poor boys belonging to the 
parish, and at his own cost had erected a building thereon, which 
was then, and had been for sometime, used for that purpose, and 
whereof Thomas Hall, clerk, was then schoolmaster. It then 
gives a list of persons who contributed towards the cost of 
carrying so useful a design into execution. These contributions 
amounted in all to £257. Sir John Crewe, of Utkhiton, had 
also granted a rent charge of 17s. 4d. from land at Btyth, 
(Salop), by a deed dated June 22nd 1677. It is also stated 
that at the time these donations were made, it was intended that 
there should be only twenty poor hoys, Sir John Crewe and his 
heirs weru to nominate two, Thomas Stephens two, Roger 
Wilbraham (father of the Handle Wilbraham named above) two, 
Francis Welles four, Randle Rode one, Robert Hulme one, and 
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Thomas Moore one, the rest to be chosen by the trustees. 

Between the years 1718 and 1729 Charles Ward, Esq., late 
of Bradwall, by his will, left J200, the interest of which was to 
he applied to the School, and three hoys were to be named by 
John Jervis, Esq., of Bradwall, and his heirs, to be taught there 
until they were fit for one of the Universities, and they were to 
be called ' Ward's Scholars. '- -It appears, however, that no 
scholars were ever appointed, the amount of interest derived 
from the legacy being too small. In 1781 a sum of 4420, given 
to the School at various times was invested in land at Sinallwood, 
the rent of which went to the Schoolmaster. At the time of the 
Charity Commissioners' Report in 1888 tins rent realised 
£67 14s. per annum, which was paid to the Rev. Robert Batty, 
the then Schoolmaster, who had held that office for twenty years. 

The following is a list of the Schoolmasters as far as is 

known :--John Shaw (1608-14). Thomas Bailey, Thomas Shaw, 
Ofctiwell Kent, Thomas Kent, Thomas Addenbroojie, Handle 
HasMiarat, Richard Holder, William Diekia, John Da vies 
(1741). From 1741 to the end of the century, no mention of 
any Schoolmasters have been met with. It is probable that the 
Rev. John Sibson, who was Cnrate-in-eharge for many years, 
may have acted in that capacity, as directly after his death in 
1790, the Rev. Charles Loekett, B.A.. of Worcester College, 
Oxford, was appointed Schoolmaster. The Rev. Robert Batty 
appears to have succeeded Mr. Loclrett, and was the School- 
master in 1880. 

By a fortunate investment of the Sandbaeh Charities, (re- 
ferred to in my account of the Charities), the income was very 
much increased, and in 1848 a private act of Parliament was 
passed to provide for their better administration. In 1887 this 
act was amended and provided for scholarships and set forth the 
fees and salaries to be paid. 

The first head master of the Grammar School elected after 
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the new scheme (1848) was the Rev. Lewis Evans, M.A., late 
fellow of Wadharn College, Oxford. Me remained at the School 
until his death on the 28th, March 1860. A handsome stained 
glass window was placed to his memory in the Church by his 
"fellow parishioners, neighbours and former pupils." His 
successor was Rev. John Chambers, M.A., of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, and he was followed in 1871 by the Rev. W. H. 
Maddoek, M.A., late fellow of St. John's College, Oxford. Mr. 
Maddoek resigned at Christmas 1881, when the Trustees appoint- 
ed Mr. R. C. Imrie. who had been Assistant and Second Master 
for many years, to act as Head Master. He acted in this capacity 
till the appointment of Mr. G. H. Heslop, M.A. In February 1H82, 
Mr. Imrie was presented witli a purse of money and a testimo- 
nial to commemorate his long connection with the School. Mr. 
G. H. Heslop resigned the post of Head Master in 1898, having 
been appointed Head Master of Sevenoaks School, Kent. His 
successor at Sandbach is Mr. S. W. Finn, of St.. John's College, 
Cambridge. 

When Mr. Heslop came to the School it was in a very poor 

condition, there were only a few scholars and it is owing to the 
strenuous endeavours of Mr. Heslop that the School is now one 
of the leading establishments in Cheshire for middle class 
education During his Head Mastership a good Laboratory and 
ne%v Class rooms have been added and also an open air swimming 
bath. There is a gymnasium and large playing-fields attached 
to the school, which stands in a most healthy situation, A large 
amount is annually awarded in Scholarships and Exhibitions. 



The Old and New Market, and the 
Town Hall. 

gjjjiASDBAOH Market dates back as far as 1578, when Sir 
^ John Fadeliffe of Ordsali conceived that the town was a 
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suitable place for a Market, as it was so centrally situated. After 
considerable trouble he obtained the necessary grant. The 
Market proved an immense success and to-day w& boast of one 
of the best Markets in Cheshire, The Market day is Thursday 
and on this day hundreds of people nmy be seen wending their 
way from all the towns and villages round. Up to nine y«ars 
ago, when the present Town Hall, and Market was built, the 
Market was held in the open air on the Square where the Crosses 
stand. On this square also stood the Old Town Hall, and as it 
no longer keeps its isolated state on the south of the open area, 
a short description may be of interest. Its once red bricks, at 
the tune of its demolition, were brown with age, and no ornament- 
ation, had been wasted upon the building. The tall, narrow 
windows were all on the upper story, overlooking the Market 
Place on one side and High Street on the other. This upper 
storey, which was devoted to town business, assemblies, etc., 
rested like a level bridge on two clumsy blocks of brickwork. 
Those, on the Market side, were utilized as shops at one end, 
and as prison colls at the other, whilst from the Higli Street 
admission was gained to the public rooms and offices. The 
covered space thus bridged over was, on Market days, devoted 
to farmers wives with butter and eggs, and to batchers and their 
stalls. 

The Market Mac© itself is ssctionally paved with cobble 
stones, and it was on these stones that the stalls were set up, this 
is greatly altered now as the retailers have a, covered Market 
under the new Town Hall, while the old square is now used as 
a Wholesale. Market. 

The lute lit. Hon. Ilutigerford Lord Crewe, of Crewe flail. 
in 1889, in a most generous maimer conveyed as a gift to the 
town «>f Handlrach, the perpetual right to all the Market tolls, 
together with a site for the new Town Hall and Market. Tluase 
wen. erected at a cost of «!,QGO. The architect was Mr. Bowers, 
of iNiiiitwieli. 




THE OLD HALL, SANDBACH, 
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In addition to a Market, Sir John Radeliffe, established in 
1579 two Fairs, and another was added at a later date. Former- 
ly these Fairs were largely attend* d, but of !ak: years they Lave 
been very poorly patronized, and are in fact almost extinct, 
except, in name. The dates of these Fairs are Easter Tuesday, 
the first Thursday after the 12th. of September, and the 28th. 
of December. 



The Old Hall. 

^Ip-HIS is a large handsome black and white building of timber 
— and plaster, finished in the Elizabethan style, with gables, 
and was erected about the middle of the 17th Century. It stands 
opposite the south, wall of the Parish Church, and is well 
elevated. It occupies the site of the ancient mansion of the 
Sandbaches. Its position appears to have been selected with a 
view to the strength, that might be desirable in a castellated 
Manor-house. Very little, however, seems to be known of its past 
history. At one time it served as the Parsonage, and in the 
year 1845, a portion of the Hall was licensed as an Hotel, while 
the other part was divided into small tenements. It has at 
different times been thoroughly repaired, and now the whole of 
the building is used as an Hotel. In 1887, the late Lord Crewe 
spent something like £1,000 upon the building. It may be in- 
teresting to note that the late Charles Ford, Esq., of Abbey 
Fields, Sandbaeh, was bom at the Hall. On one side of the 
building there is the following inscription :- " T.B. 1656." 

Omerod mentions the Hall in his history and I give his 
statement because it is especially interesting :- " Margaret, who 
was the wife of John de Radclyf, of Ordesdal, Knight, held inter 
alia (among other things), the manor of Sondebaehe, of Thos. 
de Stanley, as aforesaid, and which Inq, (enquiry) finds that 
there were on the same manor one Hall, two chambers, one 
chapel, one stable, and one kitchen jof no value) ; 48 messuages, 
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500 acres of land, and 40 of meadow (of the yearly value of 39 
marks J, 40 of wood, 100 of moss (yearly value 20s. 3d.), 3 ponds 
(yearly value 8s.), one water mill (yearly value 4 marks'h and 
18s. lOd, rent. Total value p,a, of the whole manor, £80 10s. 2d. 
Died on the Sat. next before the Feast of S. Bartholomew last ; 
John, son of John de Ratolyf, son and heir, aged 50 years, who 
in his livery, Sept. 2nd, same year (1627) is stated to be then 
a Knight." Unfortunately there are no direct descendants of 
tliis family so far as is known, though in. all probablity the family 
continued for some decades after the Lego and Radclyf 
intermarriages. 

In the interior of the Hall may be found some excellent old 
earrings and panellings in oak, and the visitor to Sandbach will 
do well to pay a call, and I am sure that Mr. John Behbiugton, 
the pr.isei.it host, will be delighted to "show them round," 

The Black Beak Inn, situated in the Market Place, is also 
an old picturesque black and while building, very similar to the 
Old Ilail, but on a umch smaller scale. It hears the date 1884. 



The Literary Institution. 

*T*IIE Literary Institution, which is situate in High Town, 
- was designed by Sir Gilbert Scott, and erected, chiefly by 
subscriptions, in 1857. The lower rooms are used as reading 
rooms, library, ant! fur small meetings, the long room upstairs 
being used for balls, concerts and public meetings. The Petty 
Sessions and other special Police Courts are also held in this 
room. The cost of the bmldin? was 45*2,700. 



The First Corps ol Volunteers at 

Sandbach. 

lfN 1B08, Colonel Ford, former owner of Abbey Fields, in eon- 
— junction with Bundle Wilbraham, Esq., of Rode Hall, 
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raised a Corps of Volunteers, of which ho was Lieut-Colonel 
Commandant, and Handle Wilbraham, Esq, was Major, their 
appointments bearing the 20th August, 1808, The other 
officers of the Corps were as follows :-Majob, Weston Bailey; 
Captains, William Watkis, Walter Daniel, John Cartwright 
John Twiss, John Morris, and John Wilson ; Lieutenants, John 
Miller, Samuel Swan, John Loekett, Charles Elilditch, John 
Twetolow, Eiehard Latham, Daniel Galley, and John Furnival ; 
Essioss, William Done, William Penlington, Thomas Podmore, 
and James Colclougli ; Chaplin, Richard L, Salmon (Vicar of 
Sandbach) ; Paymaster, James Colclough ; Burgeon, Peter 
Matthias ; all were appointed on September 27th, 1808, The 
regiment, consisted of six Companies, comprising 880 men in all. 
Colonel Ford died at Abbey Fields, on the Mil) of April, 1889, 
at the age of 72 years. He was buried at Sandbach 



Origin of "Piper's Hollow" and 
** Scotch Meadow." 

'T^H I£ origin of the names " Piper's Hollow," and " Scotch 
~~ Meadow," have often been discussed, and so a word m 
passing may be of interest. Tradition gives several accounts of 
the burial of the dead, after the skinnish at Sandbach, whith as 
before related took place in the year 1631, between the towns- 
men and. Lesley's Cavalry. Borne hove asserted thai they were 
buried at the north side of the Churchyard, while other Histor- 
ians tell us that they were imrnd m a low-lyinfj pasture, near 
the Fields Farm, Sandbach, This meadow is still known as 
the " Scotch Meadow." Then again it lias bewt said that 'hoy 
were buried in a large hollow on the left hand side of tin high 
road from Sandbach at Brindley Green. This latter place has 
borne the name " Piper's Hollow,** because it is said, that a 
wounded piper, who had been taken there as dead, recovering 
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consciousness, played on his bagpipes a requiem for bis dead 
comrades. The exact place of the burial, however, has neve* 
been agreed upon, the two latter assertions appear to be most 
correct, as tradition has handed down names, which undoubt- 
edly refer to something having been enacted in which Scotchmen 
had bad a hand. 



St. John's Church, Sandbach Heath. 

^F*HIS Church was built and endowed in 1881 by Sarah Sibson, 
-- 1 in memory of her respected father, the Bev. John Sibson, 
(thirty-six years Curate of the Parish Church at Sandbaah). 
He died in 1790, aged 60 years, but Miss Sibaon's death did 
not occur till the 11th July, 1857, when she was 90 years of 
age. The architect of the Church was Sir Gilbert Scott, 
Over the entrance is the following inscription carved 
in stone : — " This Church is dedicated to St. John the 
Evangelist, and waa built and endowed with funds bequeathed 
by Sarah Sibson, in memory of her father, John Sibson, 
thirty-six years Curate of the Pariah of Sandbach, A.D. 1861." 

The Church, which was consecrated on the 12th June, 1881, 
is built in the shape of a cross, with a tower and spire, standing 
on the four arches forming the junction of the Nave, the 
Transept, and the Chance). This is very unusual in a Church 

so small as this is, the sitting accommodation being only 300 
persons. 

As the Church is only of recent date there is not much to 
relate regarding it. There is a fine organ in the Church which 
was the gift of Ann Woolley, and was placed there by that lady 
in memory of her husband, John Woolley, in 1804, The clock 
in the tower was given in memory of Charles H. Rickards, Esq., 
of Brick House, in 1887. 
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The inscription on the stone walls of the Church arc works 
of art, chiefly by the late Augustus Marshall. There aic some 
beautiful oak carvings on each vail of the Chancel and in die 
Chapel, all the work of the present and mmJt esdi-onied 
Mrs. Kennedy of" Brooksick, The Parish is rural and not much 
occurs in the neighbourhood to disturb its quietude. The first 
SI. P. for* the Crewe Division (the late Geo, W. Latham, Esq., 
of Rtatlwali Hall), is interred in the burial "round of the Church, 
ami perhaps hit- funeral was the greatest ovi-nt that has occurred 
since the erection of the Church, The Kev. Sydney H. 
Armitstead is the Incumbent of the Parish, and he is much 
respected by Ms parishioner*. There is a school connected 
•with the Church, built in memory of the Rev. John 
Armitstead, M,A,, a former Vicar of Saiiflbaeh, Mr. A, F, 
Carter it. the head master of the dav school. 



Lodley Uofinished Church. 

ROUND the district of Hawaii and Lodley may In -pent 
many profitable hour's, The landscapes around affords 
the artist i_and the thoughtful passer by; a source of deliel.it 
and it is in this spot that we have, perhaps what they letvo 
nowhere else in the Country, an Cnrmidtrtl (''hitrch. Many 
years aaro, a gentleman farmer, Mr. Lowndes by name, resided 
at Hassall Hall, now the residence of Sir. Yates. He was of 
strong religious feelings and lie ve-wrd an extensive neigh Uour- 
hood, void of any provision for the spiritual wants of the people 
with mKgiviiig. His loving heart was moved, and after due 
consideration he determined to build a Church oat of his own 
private purse. Operations began in good earnest about the 
•year 1838, the site selected being n summit immediately above 
Lodley Smithy, a very central position for the farms and 
cottages at that time. A structure of modern style was 
designed to seat between 400 and 150 people. About ten 
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crypts were built, which cost a considerable sum in bricks alone. 
At the Queen's Coronation in 1887, the building (so far as it 
had progressed) was, as a resident has quaintly expressed it 
" literally buried with iags " amid great rejoicings. The 
following day however, Mr. Lowndes was seized by a fatal 
illness and died. His successor did not see things in the same 
light as the deceased, neither did he know the requirements of 
the people of Lodley. Thus the good intentions of the 
benevolent gentleman were an fulfilled ; although the walls and 
roof were already complete, and the floor partly put in, the 
Church remained, and still remains, unfinished. It is indeed a 
singular sight as well as depressing, to see, what was intended 
to be God's Sacred Place, going to ruin. The walls are over- 
grown with ivy, and the masonry and wood work are cut with 
hundreds of names of those who have vi&itcd the place. The 
people in those days must have been very negligent, or one 
would have thought they would have tried to purchase the 
partly built Church, and to have raised money enough to finish 
it. Ab it is, it is enough to make the benevolent donor. " turn 
in bh grave " as the saying is, to see the results of his thought 
and work. 



B 



Brereton. 

KEKETON-CUM-fcJMETIlVVICK is a Parish about 2| miles 
from Baudbach, The manor of Brereton was held tinder 
the Barony of Kmdi-rtou nearly as early as the time of the 
Conquest, by the nucient family of Brereton, who continued to 
|«.---f~-. it for many j/tmeratiou* in uninterrupted lineal descent. 
Sir Wilharo Brereton, of Brereton, the head of this ancient 
fitfully, wind) had spread into several brandies in various parts 
of Clit i-liire, was, in 10:24, created Lord Brereton, of Leighlin, 
in Ireland, On the death of Francis, Lord Brereton, in 1722, 
the male line of tins puuciptil branch of the family became 
e.xsniel, and the manor of Hrereton parsed under the will of 
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Lord Brereton, to his sisters Jane and Elizabeth, and being 

afterwards vested in the latter was bequeathed bj her to her 
sister's son, Sir Charles Holte, and after several intermediate 
owners, is now possessed by John Howard, Estj 



Brereton Hall. 

|BEBETON HALL, called by Webb " the stately house of 
Brereton," and described as one of the most complete 
brick buildings in Cheshire, was erected in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth ; a part only of the ancient mansion is now standing, 
The Hall is u\>i > tehed til bam J stone 

gateway, with lodge adjoining, which is about a quarter of a 
mile distant from the Hall itself. It is situated on a gentle rise 
on the bank of the river Croeo and h very close to the Church, 

The building consists of one entire side of a quadrangle 
and portions of two others. The principal front- is to the west, 
having wings terminating in gables, and two lofty octagonal 
towers in the centre, rising at each side of the entrance, 
connected by a semi-circular areh near the summit. The towt-rs 
are enriched with large bay window* extending without inter- 
ruption across the towers and the centre, with various ornaments 
in the mixed styles of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the rose and 
portcullis, the Royal Anns, and those of the family. Over the door- 
way is the date 1586, The dining room of the Hall is a noble 
apartment. In the windows of which, and round the top are 
the arms of the principal gentry, together with other devices in 
stained glass. Though historians have much to say that is 
interesting about Brereton and its lords, they have preserved 
rather an awkward silence with reference to the Hall itself. 
The present owners are the Howards, and the Hall has just 
passed to Mr. John Howard, by the death of his mother at 
Blackpool, in December, 1897. Brereton Hall is noted for 
having had a visit paid to it by Queen Elizabeth, who stayed a 
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night and a day under its roof. Visitors to the Hall are shown 
the room and bed in which the Queen, is said to have slept. 
The present esteemed tenant of the Hall is John Moir, Esq. 



Brereton Church. 

Pip HE Church is a stately structure, dedicated to St. Oswald. 
It is built in. the style of English architecture, consisting 
of Nave, Chancel, and side Aisles, and a tower with five bells. 
The interior lias a handsome appearance, and the oak roof is 
elegantly carved. The Church was built about the reign of 
Richard I f 1189), and was made parochial and endowed with the 
tithes of Brereton in the reign of Henry VIII (1500). In the 
Church is an elegant monument to William Smethwiek, Esq., 
who died in 1648 ; on a, marble monument hi the Chancel is an 
inscription in Latin, importing that in ancient times, the 
Church of Brereton was a donative Chanel in the Parish of 
Astbury ; that the ancestors of Sir William Brereton, Baron of 
Malpas, who erected the monument in the year 1818, were 
buried in the Churchyard at Astbury ; but that after the Chapel 
of Brereton had been made parochial, the ancestors of the said 
William Brereton had. been buried in the Chancel of the 
Church. On the north side of the Chancel was formerly a 
stained glass -window, with four figures representing the persons 
who slew Thomas-a-Bedkett at the high Altar iu Canterbury 
Cathedral ; it is said to have been destroyed during the Civil 
War. The living is in the patronage and incumbency 
of the Rev. A. L. Bovds. 



The Bear's* Head Inn at Brereion is a beautiful old house. 
It is a black and white Kli/nbcthan building, and is much 
admired by visitors. The present hostess (Mrs, Yates h eaters 
for both small and largf p.irrics. 
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Old Moreton Hall, 

f^HESHLBR is rich in buildings of the sixteenth century, but 
among them Old Moretoii Hall occupies a conspicuous 
position. It is tin? Mecca oi tin rtist and . who 

never tire < , . • ties ou cas ,, , To the touiist 

an ! ti ting. It connects to-day with 

the spacious times of i: , , if not an anterior period. 

As you look at the old Manor Hou«> of the More-tons, which 
stands just off the highway between t'oogletoii and Newcastle, 
and situate -About seven miles by road from Bandbaoh, yon ecu 
easily be carried back in imagination to the da}sof the Tad >m 
wlmi England was torn with religions rivalries, and slowly 
emerged into a hitherto unknown period of ] ritj and 

tranquillity nuclei* the reign of -t Queen whose love of her 
country almost amounted to a passion. Then it was that 
London became the mart of the woihh .end that stately mansions 
and manor houses arose in various parts of the country whose 
distinctive type of architecture we call Elizabethan. Of such 
is Moreton Hall, which, without, exaggeration is one of the most 
remarkable in the country, 

According to King's " Vale Royal," Moreton Hall was the 
seat of two '" worthy gentlemen and esquires of most ancient 
continuance," one of whom, named Moreton, he reports " gave 
breeding to that famous Bishop Moretou, who in the time of 
Richard III. contrived the project of the marriage of the two 
heirs of the houses of York and Lancaster." This is supposed 
to refer to Cardinal John Moreton, at one time Archbishop of 
Canterbury, but we have no actual proof that lie was horn at 
Moreton Hall. Lattice Moreton carried the estate by marriage to 
Sir Gralam cle Rostock, of .' t twicli, and the ownership of the 
estate continued in the male lino until the death of Sir William 
Moreton in 1783. Dying childless, it passed to his sister's son, 
the Rev. Hie-hard Taylor, rector of West Dean, who assumed 
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the name of Morefoii, He "was succeeded in 1784, by his son. 
the Rev. William Moretoo, whose two daughters became his 
co-heiresses. One of them, Frances Annabella, married a 
Mr, .John Craigie, of 1 • shire, and died in 1792, when 

her sister Miss Elizabeth, heeame sole heiress of the property, 
Holland Ackers, Esq,, bought the Estate aoiiie lew years later, 
and it has descended to the \ r, Mrs. Ackers, 

Within the last lew years Morefcon Old Hall hag been 

restored in a wise spirit in regard for its antiquity. This 

restoration was found to be necessary in order to arrest the 

progress of decay. It will now li abb m v < the ravages 

of th«! fd I ee of t' • wo»t) to icleral period, 

and will stand to be the wonder and < * a of succeeding 

generations, Surrounded as it is by a moat enclosing about an 

acre of land, the building owes much * it * cess to 

its irregularity. The entrance is by the bridge on the south 

side, send through the outer and inner doors that guard the 

gateway. This gateway brings us info tie ' ul courtyard 

whieli is admired by all. The windows of the Hall running 

round the yard fc e. a in i Above the two great hays 

are the following words carved on the solid oak; — • 

' GOB IS AL IN AL THINGS 

TfilS W1N0OVS WH1BE 

MA 1>1 BY WILLIAM MOUETON 

IN THE YEABE OF OUBK LOUD MPLtX. 

RfClMHDE DALE OABPENTEE MADE 

THI.ES WIN DOES BY THE GllAC OP GOD.* 

On the Kronnti floor are the banquetting hall, Sift, by 21ft., 
a smaller hall 22ft. by 15ft., and the Chapel in which services 
are now held on Saints* days. The rooms on the first floor 
were originally used as bed and sitting rooms, whilst on the 
second floor is the long ry, or hall room, which is about 

70ft. in length and 1 2ft, wide. This gallery, with its wains- 
coting and windows extending nearly all round the apartment. 
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contains figures at eash end representing fate and fortune. The 

former figure has a sword in one hand thrust through a globe 
and a pair of compasses in the other, the accompanying 
inscription sunning, "The spcare of Dostinye whose ruler is 
knowledge. " Fortunu is represented by a female figure pointing 
to the motto on her wheel, »* Qui modo scandil corruet atalim," 
with the inscriptions at the sides, " The wheel© of Fortune, 
whose ruler is ignorance." The fireplace in the retiring room is 
a ninsrk&ble piece of work to which the attention of the visitor 
is directed. The side figures represent justice and mercy, whilst 
in "the centre are the arms of More-ton quartering those of 
Mact'.-i'' 1 1 

At every turn there is soinetl big to admire in the quaint 
old btiMiag, and a very pleasant and profitable hour or two can 
he spent here. The nearest railwm .•station is Mow Cop, N.S.R 

xibout 1890, Moreton Hall - in such a neglected state 
that, it was feared tho principal parts would collapse. This 
fear caused a copy to be erected at Bidston Court by 
B. W. Hudson, Esq. On his model occurs the following 
inscription : — " This house was built by Robert Hudson and 
Oerda his wife, Anno Domini MDCOCXCI. ; these bay window-- 
being copied from those at Old Moreton Hull, in the hope that 
when they have perished these may remain." 

Such an inseriptiou fully explains the existence of a copy. 
Upon the beams of the great hall will be found these quaint 
verses :— 

" When, the trees are* white with rime, 

And the ground is black and bare, 

Warmth and welcome ye shall finde 

Underneath these gabies faier, 

Charitie and jolitie 

Carve on every beam of wood ; 

Mercie, truth, equalitie, 

Man's eternal brotherhood." 
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A few Remiitiscenses of 

Old Sandbach. 

*^piiE following is a list of the principal residents of Sandbach 
— in 1782, as published hi Bre&ter's C/wxter i Cfmhiri 
(t ui(k : — Bostocik, Samuel ; Broome, Thomas, Gent,; Broome, 
William; Bull, Tliomas. Mercer and Draper; Darlington, 
Richard ; Farnival, John ; Futtriv&l,' George ; Gallop, Biehard, 
Mercer and Draper; Garnctt, Samuel, Gent, ; Haddou, Bev, 
Mr., Vicar; Hensliali George, O0r.11 Dealer, Grocer, and 
Haberdasher; HiMiteh, John; Hodgson, George; Holland, 
John; Lindop, William, *' George" Ion ; Lowndes, Thomas, 
Goh.!',.; Lowndes, "William., jutw, ; Mainwaitng, John, Esq.; 
MilUngton, Tliomab, Surgeon; Pstfer, John .Robert, Esq.; 
I'a-rrott, Tbcoua?! ; . , ' . 1 ,1, Ironmonger ; -Proufllove, 

Joseph ; ilaveitseroft, Tltoiaas; Rjcharfton. Bobert; Iliehardsori, 
John ; Sibson, Joins, Rev., Curate ; Blrerratt, .Joseph, Attooe^s 
at- Law; Twetalow, .Eieh&rd, Surgeon ; Wells., J4J111, Esq.; 
Whitehead, William, Artomsy-aLtaor ; Whitney, Thomas; 
Wright, Thomas, Cheese Factor 1 Wright, Tliomas, Gent. 
There are many of ilw descendants of these people now living 
in and around Saudbaeb, 

Leading 1782, and coming down gome few year*,, we find 
that Sandbach was noted for its superlative cleanliness. Its 
oppressive quietude might fee broken on market days, or by the 
passing of a stage coach through the town. There was never 
any garbage about, or if then; had been the first good shower 
swept it all down hill to the river, or as it was more often called 
*« the brack." Between the jeare 1&22 and 182§ the main road 
below High street was considerably raised, and carried over a 
new bridge, thus levelling the town approach on th© east, : The 
new road was opened in the soinmer of 1826. On the low laud 
below the church, which is now laid Oat as garrkns,. then stood 
a house occupied by a Mr, John Broome, and after the new road 
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was fan-lit i] iliis hod.se wan taken down, and all the n-owble 
material was eonfeyed to Union street, and was utilized in the 
MiMiog of the horn* now occupied by Dr. Biddeli. On 
returning from the new bridge, on the left hand side, standing 
baak from the road. rose two ancient balf-timbared dwellings, 
each with double gables and a scarcity of paint, A sign above 
the fattest from the bridge indicated the "Three Tuns Inn." 
It had good cross beam windows, but otherwise presented a 
forlorn aspeai Mo tavern sign defaced the front of what -was 
then Sandladh Hall, A few dark red houses in a raw, and a 
shop or two tip steps— bow occupied by Mr, Peter Hall, 
Mr. MooK'S, and Mr, Eaton — brought as to the fine old 
Gsseiuag House, the " Cf serge and Dragon," loeallj known as 
" The George," This was the busiest spot ia the whole town, 
'the huih'iug was rough east, it had large square windows, and 
■was approached by three semi circular steps. It was here the 
London Stnge C\ icIipb siopp'd to change iwp.es and to refresh 
the passengers, and Hunt Balk and Dinners swe frequently 
held at this Inn. That* was a side gateway leading to an 
extensive yard, mid still bejond to the howling green, A Mr, 
and Mrs. Emery kept the Inn. 

Exactly opposite ibis was a row of ancient timbered houses 
with pinnacled gables — still standing — the black and white was 
a trifle fresher than that of the Old Hall. The first shop which 
had its doorway at the corner was occupied by a Mrs. Morbury, 
who kept a Confectionery and Dressmaking business. She 
worked for a class of whom Lady Crewe was one. Her 
rival in the town was a Mrs. Stringer who had a dainty 
Milliner's Shop on the spot where Mr. Baskcrrille's establishment 
now islands, Next to the corner shop, and leading into the 
market was a (broiling occupied by Mr. Latham, Ironmonger 
and the adjoining house and shop belonged to a Mrs, Francis, 
Straw Bonnet maker. Beyond this was a public house 
called '* The King's Arms." There was also a row of houses 
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behind these buildings, and a causeway from them went into 
what was then the front street. One of these houses was 
occupied by a Mr, Charles Bat©, who was the Clerk of the 
Parish, and he also kept a school. His eldest son occupied 
another of these houses. Past the opening leading to where 
the National Schools now stand, was the house and shop of 
Mr. Yarwood, Baker and Flour Dealer. Then came Mrs. 
Stringer's Millinery Shop, and one other house, which was the 
Vicarage — a large three storied, double fronted residence of 
time-toned brick, which is the present School House— fills up 
the Market Place on the east side as it was then. Where the 
present Liberal Club stands, 'be Missed Moss kept a school for 
young ladies. Education had not reached a v« rv high standard 
in Suitlbaeh when that wa< eoiiMdtU'd the be*t girls' school in 
the town. There was also & Draper's Shop on the north side» 
kept by a Mr. Pei rival, and it was his nude, Mr. Bull, who first 
introduced the Silk Trade into Sandbar h The western side 
of the Maiket counted of a row of nriseeltaueoiH shops and a 
public house called the " Coaeh and Horses."' A. Mrs. Slater 
carried on an extensive business as Milliner in the shop now 
occupied b\ Mi. <jkorge> Walky, and it may be interesting to 
not* that tin- kite Mi. J. Boston, formerly Boot and Shoe 
Mauutactuier of Wt-stfiejJds, s&iidhach, married a Mis* Slater. 
The coiner Shop wa«- rented by a Mr. TioiOiis, 

Before leaving the Market Square, it may be interesting to 
note that the present Town Hall is the third one. the two 
previous ones standing in the Market Square. The first ran 
about level with the present F.advuw through the Square, with 
a corner to the flints Street. When tin* vtaus pulled down a 
second Hall was built as descubed iu another part of this 
History. Dining the building of the second Town Hall a story 
is reluMl to the effect that a workman was carrying a board of 
mortar up a ladder. «nd when about half way up, tiie ciiureh 
clock began to strike rwvhe o'clock, so In threw Ms mortal* to 
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the ground and finished work, saying, " Bless thy iron tongue " 

Betarning again to High Street, I feel constrained to mention 
two human ant ties ting in a house situate whore 

'■>■ liton"; "-.-I i . Nltop now is. i'hiyw i ■ icily maiden 
ladies named Bibson, remark Hi * their precise manners, 
erec 1 1 g > '• I . t * i , d d the fa si 1 1 1 • , ' 

could not have changed for more than forty years, Next to 
Sibson's was Galley's, the principal draper of the town. On 
this spot now stands Mr. H. Ihilyard's Drapery business. Lea 
and Bie irds | mise* wa then a private house occupied by 
a Mr. Hibeort. Then came a small farm with a, plot of land. 
Where Mr. Xixon's Bhop now stands was a H ry Biibiness 

kept by a Mr, William Lindop, while a. Mr. Henshall occupied 
a small op and e Mr. Lees and Mr. Hulme reside. 

The " Bed Lion Inn "" does not appear to have undergone much 
change, but where Messrs. Leadbeater arid \\ field's premises 
now are, was a shop occupied by a Mr. Hoi • d. Then came a 
thatched house with a gable end to the street. On the site of 
Toralinson's Printing Works stood thiee old thdtehed cottages 
which were approached by a descent of several steps. These 
cottage! wei i t h Smith, a retired cattle dealer. 

Several priva h . 1 i us to th' f op o' th' Town. 

In one of these houses, Lawyer Skerratt, a man of great not© 
in his clay, was born, if we now turn to our right we shall 
come upon what is known as the Scotch (Joixtmon. It was 
then, as now, an irregular patch of gionnd where grass made an 
effort to exist, and it was enclosed within a rude triangle, two 
sides of which lit Id • ■ ii g s, mostly housing shoemakers. On 
the spot where Mrs. Birchenough now lives was built the first 
National School, the second standing where Mr, Foster's Fruit 
Shop is, while the third still occupies a site just off the Market 
Square, What is now known as the Temperance Hall was 
standing about seventy years ago, and was then used as a 
Sunday School, and did double duty as a Dissenting Place of 
Worship. The third long side of the Commons was wholly 
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claimed by a high 'u u ' w » shut Squire Wilson's mansion 

from vulgar observation. The mansion and grounds were given 
to the town in 1897 by tiro Marriott f&milj 3 a Technical 
School, Public Gardens, and Pleasure Grounds. If we now 

continue our walk through what is known as Hawk Street and 
through the Market Place and High Street in a direct line to 
Lad Lane— now known as The Stomps — we pass on our left 
hand Mrs. Loach's abode (Fern Cottage-}, where the wiry notes 
of Miss Loueh's harpisobord might reach as through an open 
•window, and then on between green he* •• > s to the extreme 
limit of tilt (it'c- B rig <iruti they shut from sight, to 
where another path diverged on the left and terminating at 
Jacob's well, then renoi* n 'd for its tea water, now disused. 
Instead of going down to Jacob's well we will pursue our 
original track until we come upon a row of in •> i . • , < ottage 
houses, ugly and monotonous, bearing the name of Union 
Street. Here we will still go back yet a few more years, when 
where Union Street, no's <-i >.-..■ I Ids. * At this time 

tl • Piini'in Mi vdehiiiH in need of a- plot of land on 

which to build a chapel and b; i i ingenuity and keen-ness of 
our old and respected veteran, Mr. William Dean, a pieee of 
land was secured in Union Street, and on this the first Primitive 
Methodist Chapel was erected. C< i xin to about 

sixty years ago, we will hurry along the then ooe-sided street, 
and when at the top, turn to our rigl pa > toll l's, past 
William Peatson's, the tailor, to tb ! top o* tlf Town, where the 
Wheat Sheaf stands. In j • g • • lit men that where 
the row of cottages now are, opposite Reason's Coffee House, 
wsw a sand hole and pond, the water of which w nted off 

and carried by a drain to MwMlewieh Eoad, under the 
supervision, of Mr, William Dean. On the site of the present 
District Bank was an open space on ■« n ' >i» h tlmiehed 
cottages, graced in front with a pond of bi i< i . r and an 

aslnheap. Kext to these etdUtges was a weighs • a ine, and 
a cottage and she i bej lib ohing up to tin Win at " s « . 



HISTOBY OP SANDBACH. 48 

There was a big private house where Fox's Chemist shop is, 
and on the spot where Poole's Boot shop now stands was an old 
building used as a timnau's shop. There was a cottage adjoin- 
ing, and it was in this cottage that the Primitive Methodists 
first held their meetings. Blind Thomas Lowndes. lived at this 
cottage, and during the services the public amused themselves 
by shooting at the door. 

Welles {Street and Green Street were at this time only green 
fields, and. Lawyer Latham drew up plans tor the erection of a 
street of houses, and on the recommendation of Mr. "W. Bean, 
he also secured a stone yard which was owned by Lord Crewe, 
and made two streets, thus making the land mueh more valuable. 
The first plot of this land was sold to the Primitive Methodists 
for their Chapel, as the one in Union Street was rather out of 
the way. 

On the site of the present Town Hall stood a public house 
known as the "Crewe Arms,"* and < Ibowing in the comer was a 
barber's shop. The site of the Hungcrford Cafe and the 
buildings onwards to the Square was garden ground, with a 
eotri rs'.s shop belonging to Emmanuel Booth and a una.ll house 
with gable end to the street, occupied by Peggy and Dicky Fibber, 
near the middle. Near the Institution was the butcher's shop 
of Mr. Kalph Arden, then a sprightly young man. Madame Wells, 
a laity of great benevolence lived close by. About the site of 
Mr. Allmau's shop in High Town, was a confectionery establish- 
ment ; and next door, on the Middlewieh Road, lived an 
eccentric inhabitant of the name of John Birchall, or as he was 
more familiarly called '* Old Crab. " This gentleman had a 
passion for sunflowers, and bis garden immediately before the 
front door was generally well filled with them. Half v,,iv up 
the Hill was situated what was called the " poor-house. " A 
IBiHra elegant building has since been erected at Arcbd. Near 
the Hill Factory lived Charles Ihmmug, the possessor of a bear, 
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who gained a livelihood by visiting the various " Wakes " in 
Staffordshire ami Cheshire, and giving the usual performances. 
He is said to have been a pugilist of 110 mean order. Over his 
house door was the carved image of a bear. 

One of the earliest postmistresses at Sandhach was Miss 
Sibson, the post office l>etn^ where Houghton's Saddlery 
Establishment is. At that time the letter carrier was a 
Betty Kent, and she carried the letters in her apron. 
Mr, Richard Eaehos, Auctioneer, also had the post office at a 
later date, and he was succeeded by Mr, Proudman, who only 
held the position for a few yearn, juitl was succeeded again by 
Mr. Richard Eaelras, ami on his death it passed to the late 
Mr. William Eachns. 

We have now made a circuit of Sandbach as it was between 
fifty and seventy years ago, when ^jneniakinR was the staple 
trade of the town. 
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W. TOMKINSON'S 

JBCXGXX-CX.A.8S 

BBOGEBY &G0KFECTI0HERY ESTflBLISHinEHT 

HIGH STREET, SANBBACH. 



m*~m~ » **m, „ , m~> 



BUWGBRrORD CAPS 

COMMERCIAL HOTEL. 

W. TOMKINSON, Proprietor. 

GEORGE HOTEL, SANDBACH 

UNDEB NEW PROPRIETORSHIP- 

Thi- oldest established and most couveiiieut Hotel for Families 
and Couimereml (lentleiutfu in the Town. 



- Special Commeraul, JHnimj, and Billiard Moomt, 



^™» MrWW „» m ™*-,^WTWr 



Choice Wines and Spirits of the best quality, Dewar's Scotch Whisky, 
Jameson a and Dunvsiie s Irish. Whiskies, Marteli's Brandy. 

Wilson's noted ALES and STOUT, Bats & Co.'s Buttled PALE ALE. 
Cigars of the Sest Brands. 

3BE JEWRY HIIiSTARD, PaM»X»»l4»*4»;e. 
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W. T. ROSSOW, 

Whcelock Road, Sanclbaeh. 



Posting In all its far.uiekes. Conveyances to the various places 
of intcrcr-t m tlic district on the shortest notice. 



THB SaNDBAO!- BRANCH 

OF 

"THE MODERN" 

CIRCt LATINO LIBRARY 

IS AT 

R. A. TOMLIHSOH'S, 

High street. 



The latest Novels of the best Authors 
as soon as published. 



Terms :— 2d. for four or seven days according to value of Book 
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lA/HEfi i £ ;..;■:- 

family & Cu^me uil j jU , 




Co-:- '■ 







\ 



■ 



5ANDBACH, CHESHIRE. 



J. H. ROWBOTHRM, I»«>ojpi»ietoi», 



TYTT^XrrTTFnTTTWYTrf YTTTYTTT 



rrtrrnTrrrnTrrrrr 
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R. W. TOMLINSON, 

H/GH STREET, SANDBACH, 



Ejmmww 'WB vraiti^ tokw. 



Bookings to all parts of the world, 
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R. A. TOMLINSON'S 

PHMOoKTtIIW! 

OF THE DISTRICT 

Are the best value obtainable. 



Views mounted on Plush Frames, Trinket Boxes, Blotters, 
Writing Cases, Pincushions, &c„ in all the latest styles. 



SPEGI^k kl^E. 



- - fW© gE^IEJS 8P - - 

ALBUMS OF VIEWS 

Each Album eont o ng IS Views of Sftiiclb&eb and 
District, from special photos by Valentine & Sous, Dundee. 

imummuui ilium i..i,i,.i->.i.i.M.i.u,iiJ,i,i Hum 

Px>i«;ei One S1*,I1JImlj* Each Sevlei. 

mtii witi»mm iirmm mT mm i i m<WWT 

PUBLISHED * SOLD ONLY BY 

B. i mmi m Street, sailaei. 
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$. r. Tomm^sofi, 

PRINTER, BOOKSELLER 

AND STATIONER, 

HIGH STREET, SANDiUCH. 

Plain and fancy J i1 mery in 
great variety, 

Copying Letter Books. Metallic Note Books. 

Manifold Order Books. Exercise and Copy Books. 



Ledgers, Gash. Books, Day Books, Journals, &c, 
In a great variety of binding. 



Account Books ruled to order 011 shortest notice. 



Stephens and Lyon's Inks always in stock. 
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IF YOU ARE IN WANT OF 

K 



ni 



EBP ng PRESENT 

ftiU \\ \NT CAJS BE SUPPLIED BY 

High Street, Sandbaeh, 

WHO K'RBPK W RXCELLEST STOCK OF 

FANCY l USEFUL PRESENTS 

COJIPBTSTNG : 

Ladles"' and Gent's Dressing Case?, .lewd Boxes, 
Wiitinir Cases, Lmlii-s' ('<»iitp,iiH'-ii<, 'Letter K;i<*ks, 
Ink Staxls, PurseSj Genfclamen s P> eket Wallets, 
Noli- Ikiuks, Writii.<4 Albums, Photo Frames, Flush 

IMiotn Guotl^, &c &e. 



Our aim is to have something to sail 
every customer's requirement, 



:., a ' • JNSON. 



': !'. •'! : i ;■'. Br I • . ■ : 



Commercial an^ 



flrtistk Printing 






excellent 
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HOOKS KVKRV MONTH. 



-I*.--*— ■-■— 



a. t-omlinson; 



